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Meet the New BWA President 


Theodore Floyd Adams, 
pastor of the First Bap- 
ist Church, Richmond, 

Virginia, U.S.A., became 
the ninth president of the 
Baptist World Alliance in 
july. He had served the 
Alliance since 1934 when 
he was named to the 
Youth Committee. At Co- 
penhagen in 1947 he was 
eected a vice-president, 
and at Cleveland in 1950 he became a member 
of the Administrative Committee. He was a prin- 
cipal speaker in 1939 in Atlanta, and gave the 
fnal address in the 1950 congress. 

Born in Palmyra, New York, September 26, 
1898, Dr. Adams was educated in the public 
schools of McMinnville, Oregon; Lebanon and 
Hammond, Indiana. He holds the bachelor of arts 
degree from Denison (Ohio) University and the 
bachelor of divinity from Rochester (N.Y.) Theo- 
logical Seminary. He has honorary doctor’s de- 
sees from the University of Richmond (Va.), 
Denison, and the College of William and Mary 
(Va.). 

Dr. Adams was ordained to the gospel ministry 
in 1924. He held pastorates in Cleveland and 
Toledo, Ohio, before he was called in 1936 to the 
Virginia pastorate. He led the First Church, 
Richmond, in the observance of its 175th anni- 
versary this year. 

In 1925 he married Esther J. Jillson. They have 
a daughter, Betsy Ann, now married, and two 
sons: Theodore, Jr., and John Jillson. They live 
at 5407 Matoaka Avenue, Richmond 21, Virginia. 


General Secretary Still in Europe 
Arnold T. Ohrn with Mrs. Ohrn spent a late- 


simmer vacation in Oslo with their son, imme- 
diately after the two-weeks tour of Russia which 
followed the strenuous sessions of the BWA Jubi- 
le Congress. 

He was in Paris September 13-18 and visited the 
baptist Seminary at Zurich en route to Rome for 
veral days’ conference with Baptist leaders. 
le returns to London October 2 to sail for New 
York. He is expected to be in the Washington 
ifice about October 12. 


VOLUME 2, Number 82 


President Adams Sends Greetings 


I am deeply and humbly grateful to the Baptists 
of the world for the privilege they have given me 
of serving as president of the Baptist World Al- 
liance. I covet the prayers of our Baptist people 
everywhere that I may serve the Lord Christ and 
our Baptist world fellowship faithfully and well. 

Baptists know each other better now than ever 
before because of the recent visits of our officers 
and leaders and because we have been privileged 
to have three world congresses within a pe- 
riod of eight years. I trust that we can build on 
the foundations of the past and carry on an ever- 
growing program of cooperation in our Baptist 
fellowship in many lands. 

In the years ahead, we must do more in the 
field of evangelism, missions, and Christian edu- 
cation, as well as in the areas of religious liberty 
and relief work, where the work of the Alliance 
has been outstanding in the past. I hope we can 
have more continental and regional gatherings of 
Baptists in addition to the splendid meetings al- 
ready planned or in prospect for our women and 
young people. 

When the Administrative Committee meets in 
November, we shall consider carefully reports that 
have come of reactions to the London Congress and 
also plans for future cooperative endeavor and 
service to our Baptist people. 

I shall appreciate any comments or suggestions 
from anyone in our Baptist fellowship. Feel free 
to write me, and you may be sure that your sug- 
gestions will have the full consideration of the 
president and the Administrative Committee. 

May God bless us all in our work together for 
Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 


THEODORE F. ADAMS 


Denny Becomes Associate Secretary 


Robert S. Denny, 41-year-old Christian layman, 
has accepted the position offered by the Baptist 
World Alliance meeting in London, to become 
associate secretary for youth work, effective Jan- 
uary 1, 1956. The announcement was made Sep- 
tember 26 by BWA President Theodore F. Adams. 

“We have been seeking the will of the Lord,” 
Mr. Denny said, “and now that it is finally settled 
we are delighted with the prospects of being asso- 
ciated with the Alliance and with Dr. Adams and 








Dr. Ohrn. My association with the Executive 
Committee for the last five years has been the 
highest honor and one of the greatest privileges 
of my life. Frankly one of the factors in accepting 
the job was that I knew the Committee and its 
concern for the worldwide fellowship of on aol 

Mr. Denny was born in 
Somerset, Kentucky. Edu- 
cated in the public schools 
of near-by Lexington, he 
received the Bachelor of 
Science degree in Com- 
merce and the Bachelor of 
Laws from the University 
of Kentucky at Lexington. 
Although he passed the 
state bar examination he 
never practiced law. Im- 
mediately after graduation in 1939, he went to 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, as director of Baptist 
student work at First Baptist Church and the 
state university. Two years later he moved to 
Waco, Texas, to become director of religious ac- 
tivities, chaplain of servicemen stationed on the 
campus, and part-time teacher of commercial 
courses at Baylor University. 

In 1945 he became an associate in the Depart- 
ment of Student Work, Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, Nashville, Tennessce. In 1947 he attended 
the BWA Congress at Copenhagen and toured 
Europe. He attended the Youth conference at 
Stockholm in 1949, and upon the death of Youth 
Chairman Frank H. Leavell, he was chosen to 
plan for youth night for the 1950 congress. At 
Cleveland the Alliance elected him chairman of 
the Youth Committee and member of the Exe- 
cutive Committee. In 1952 he toured refugee 
communities and churches with BWA Relief Ad- 
ministrator Kenneth Norquist in Germany. He 
presided in 1953 at the fourth Baptist Youth 
World Conference in Rio de Janeiro. 

Mrs. Denny is the former Mary Gunn Webb of 
Lexington, Ky. They have three children: Robert 
S., Jr., 13; Allie, 10; Julia, 8 

Mr. Denny will make his office in Washington. 
His secretary, Miss Kathryn Jewell, has accepted 
the Alliance’s invitation to come to Washington 
with him. 


Alliance Elects New Officers 


Dr. Henry Cook of 91 Stapleton Hall Road, 
Strand Green, London N.4, England, was elected 
Acting Associate Secretary for Europe for one 
year. This provides for the vacancy created by 
the retirement October 1 of Dr. Walter O. Lewis, 
who became general secretary in 1939, and asso- 
ciate in 1948, 

Chairman of the youth committee after Octo- 
ber 1 is Dr. Joel Sorenson, who has accepted the 
pastorate of the First Baptist Church, Stockholm, 
Sweden, effective that date. Former Youth Chair- 








man Robert S. Denny succeeds Dr. Sorenson x 
youth secretary of the Alliance. 

The new vice-presidents are: Dr. J. T. Ayorind. 
Box 479, Lagos, Nigeria, West Africa; Mrs. Edgar 
Bates, McMaster University, Hamilton, Ontario 
Canada; Dr. Honorio Espinoza, Casilla 3388, Sap. 
tiago, Chile; Dr. Lam Chi-fung, Pui Ching Midd) 
School, Waterloo Road, Kowloon, Hong Kong; Dr. 
Jakob Meister, Clayallee 18-22, Berlin-Dahlem, 
Germany; Rev. Lawrence A. North, Box 1773, 
Wellington, New Zealand; Rev. Benjamin Praj. 
han, Mission Road, Cuttack, Orissa, India; Rey, 
P. S. Wilkinson, 607 Piedmont Avenue, Sa 
Antonio, Texas; and Rev. Yakov I. Zhidkoy. 
Central Post Office Box 520, Moscow, USSR. 

Sir Donald Finnemore of Birmingham, England, 
is Eastern Hemisphere treasurer; Dr. Edward 8, 
Willingham, National Baptist Memorial Church, 
Washington, D. C., Western treasurer. 


Place of Next Congress to be Announced 


The BWA Executive Committee is responsible 
for deciding where the 1960 congress of the Alli. 
ance shall be held. Australia was perhaps the 
first to issue an official invitation. Japanese Bap- 
tists have invited the Baptists of the world to 
Tokyo, for the next meeting. Rio de Janeiro, 
Havana, and Miami, Florida, are being discussed 
as possible meeting places. Since all the con- 
gresses have been held in Europe or North Amer. 
ica, cities on other continents are being discussed 
favorably for the 1960 session. 


Baptists Visit Baptists in Russia 


In response to an invitation received last March 
from the All Soviet Council of Evangelical 
Christians-Baptists by four Baptist preachers who 
had participated in a conference in Sweden in 
August, 1954, 
Russia August 4-18. In the meantime one had 
been elected president of the Baptist World Alli 
ance, two had been chosen members of the 
Executive Committee, and the fourth had been 
re-elected general secretary. 

Secretary Ohrn’s report of the experience em- 
phasized the purpose of the trip: “to visit as many 
of our co-believers as possible, to foster Baptist 
fellowship, and incidentally, to contribute our 
bit toward building bridges between East and 
West.” 

Regarding the nature of the services, Dr. Ohm 
observed: “Not all believers own Bibles or New 
Testaments, and the lack is keenly felt. Expos 
tion of the Scriptures from the pulpit plays a 
exceedingly important role in every service, and 
two or three sermons in one meeting are more the 
rule than the exception. When the four preachers 
from abroad had given four addresses in a row— 
all of them through the interpreter—people some 
times asked for more, and when one or two 
Russian speeches had been added for go0l 
measure, they still had to be asked to go home 
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This happened time and again in churches where 
nore people were standing than sitting, squeezed 
gether in one solid mass of perspiring humanity 
for three hours, or more, oblivious to all the weary- 
ing discomfort of the hot nights, eagerly drinking 
in every word that was spoken.” 

In summary, he said: “Under the stress of cir- 
cumstances so different from those we have known, 
the half-million Baptist church members have in 
sense become a spiritual elite. They constitute 
the vital core of a much larger army of believers, 
many of them under eighteen and therefore too 
young to receive baptism under the present rules, 
many others on probation for a year or longer 
before being admitted to baptism, others again 
residing in places where they are too few to be 
registered as an organized church. On the fringes 
of this greater group are to be found increasing 
numbers of churchgoers, of seekers, of sympa- 
thizers—no one knows how many.” 

Dr. Ohrn became convinced that “the Soviet 
gystem of the present day admits of a large 
measure of religious tolerance,” but freedom of 
yorship is enjoyed by Baptists only within the 
5,400 Baptist buildings registered for that purpose 
with the authorities. 


Foreign Missions Conference Held at Zurich 


The Baptist Theological Seminary at Ruschlikon 
near Zurich, Switzerland, was host to a three-day 
conference of Baptist mission board executives, 
missionaries, and international leaders following 
the BWA Congress. The whole area of overseas 
missions under Baptist auspices was discussed 
by the 70 representatives of 26 countries and 19 
hoards. Dr. George W. Sadler of the Southern 
Baptist (USA) Foreign Mission Board presided. 

As reported by Dr. H. S. Hillyer in The Cana- 
dian Baptist, “Great appreciation was expressed 
concerning the Baptist World Alliance bulletin 
issued by Dr. Ohrn at Washington and the follow- 
ing suggestions made [for THE Baptist Wor tp: | 


“1. That it be given a wider circulation which 
would include more Baptist missionary executives. 

“2. That we supply Dr. Ohrn with more in- 
formation for the bulletin. 

“3. That we ask for permission to have pub- 
lished in the bulletin the needs and surpluses in 
missionary volunteers.” 


Russians Make Front-Page News 


The enthusiastic welcome accorded the nine 
Russian delegates attending the golden jubilee 
session of the Alliance impressed the former 
editor of Missions, now author of the column “As 
I See It.” 

In the October issue of that American Baptist 
monthly, Dr. William B. Lipphard describes the 
background of that welcome. “No Russian Bap- 
lists came as delegates to the Baptist world con- 
gtess at Berlin in 1934, nor to Atlanta in 1939, 


nor to Copenhagen in 1947, nor to Cleveland in 
1950. Thus in 1955, at London, the fellowship 
with Russian Baptists was restored. It caused 
immense rejoicing and deep satisfaction.” 

Back of the year 1934 were other events which 
he outlines. In 1911 Russian Baptists at the 
Philadelphia BWA congress reported the perse- 
cution of fellow believers during Czarist regimes, 
and the need for a seminary. Baptists North and 
South promptly launched a campaign to raise 
funds for building a seminary, and $40,000 was 
soon provided. World War I canceled the building 
plans, but investment of the fund yielded $60,000 
and in 1927 approximately half of it was used to 
erect a building in Moscow for a seminary. 

The Communist government confiscated that 
and converted it into a house for workers. 

At Stockholm in 1923, the Congress heard their 
Russian delegates report the famine of 1921-22, 
which took the lives of millions of people. In 
1928 at Toronto, world Baptists heard the Russian 
Baptists warn of the threat to religious freedom 
under the approaching Communist crusade. 
Barely a year later their warnings proved true; 
some of the delegates to Toronto were sent to 
Siberia and many Baptists suffered. 

The end of the “black-out” of 27 years was 
applauded. Meanwhile the money raised in 1911 
for a seminary, only half of which was spent for 
the building confiscated by the Communist regime, 
has trebled and continues to draw interest for the 
day when it can be invested in ministerial edu- 
cation for Russian Baptists. 


Japan Launches Foreign Mission Effort 


The Japan Baptist Convention, in annual session 
at its summer assembly at Amagi, voted to begin a 
mission to Okinawa in 1956, and formally ap- 
pointed the Rev. and Mrs. Masaji Shirabe of 
Kumamoto Baptist Church. 

Pastor Shirabe had offered himself last April 
for foreign mission service. He is a graduate of 
Doshisha University. His wife, Kiyoki Shimose 
Shirabe, is a graduate of the missionary training 
school in Louisville, Kentucky. They have three 
sons. 

The 56 Baptist churches affiliated in this or- 
ganization look forward to the time when they 
can send missionaries to many parts of the world. 
The women’s societies of the Convention voted to 
dedicate this year’s Christmas offering for foreign 
missions to the new mission enterprise. 


Evangelical Work Being Promoted in Egypt 


With the Egyptian government denying visas 
to missionaries of societies which have never before 
had representatives in Egypt, Baptists have reason 
to be grateful for Seddik W. Girgis, a product of 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort 
Worth, Texas, and a citizen of Egypt. 

Several Baptist churches have sprung up as a 
direct result of the Christian ministry of this con- 





secrated Baptist. He has also started two ele- 
mentary schools. He will be assisted by two mis- 
sionaries with experience in Lebanon, if they 
can obtain visas to live in Gaza and pay regular 
visits to Egypt. This is the plan proposed by 
the Southern Baptist Foreign Mission Board. 


Evangelist Billy Graham is conducting a cru- 
sade in Toronto, Canada, September 18—October 
16. Services are being held in the Canadian 
Exhibition Coliseum Building. 


Walter O. Lewis, American Baptist representa- 
tive in Europe since 1923 (first for the Northern 
Convention, then for the Alliance) was awarded 
the Service Cross July 18 by the German Govern- 
ment in recognition of his services for relief. Dr. 
Lewis, who retires from BWA service October 1, 
will spend some months in Switzerland working 
on a book. 


The National Baptist Convention of America 
with 2,600,000 members has been admitted to 
membership in the World Council of Churches, 
making a total of ten Baptist bodies in that council. 


The Baptist motion picture film, proposed by 
Southern Baptists and discussed by a committee 
in London, may deal with the theme of religious 
freedom rather than the life of some Baptist hero. 


Baptist Missionary Levi A. Lovegren, who was 
freed by the Chinese Communists September 19 
after five years’ imprisonment, is the father of 
Missionary Mildred Lovegren of Kowloon and 
Missionary Dr. L. August Lovegren of Ajloun, 
Jordan. Mrs. Lovegren, also a missionary, was 
living with their daughter in Kowloon during the 
long separation. 


The Spanish Baptist Union accepted eight new 
churches into membership at its biennial conven- 
tion held in Madrid in September. This makes a 
total of 37 congregations with 2,100 members. 


The American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 
is listed by the National Christian Council of 
India as having the largest number of churches in 
the non-Catholic group, next to the Orthodox 
Syrian and the Church of South India. 


Korea’s new Baptist hospital, to be opened by 
the end of 1955 at Pusan, will be named the 
Wallace Memorial, in memory of Medical Mis- 
sionary William L. Wallace of Wuchow who died 
in a Chinese prison four years ago. Southern 
Baptists, USA, sponsor this medical project in 
Korea. 

The new Yearbook of American Churches, 
just off the press, lists 26 Baptist bodies. They 
report a total membership of 18,448,621. 


Seventh Day Baptists, holding their 143rd an- 
nual session in Fayetteville, Arkansas, in August, 
reported a loss in membership during the past 
30 years. Claiming more than 7,000 in 1926, they 
now have 6,257 members. 





Baptist tourists visiting historic Mars jj 
outside Athens, Greece, observed a devotional 
period on the spot and took an offering. As , 
result $28 was forwarded to the denominational 
headquarters for missions. 


Yugoslavia has granted visas to Dr. and My 
John Allen Moore, to return to that mission fiel{ 
after a lengthy exile. The visas are for only gix 
months but the Southern Baptist missionaries hope 
to be able to stay. 


The North Shore (Chicago) Baptist Churc, 
was represented at the Jubilee Congress by 2 
members, led by the pastor, the Rev. A. M. Hint 
and a layman. 


The Nigerian Baptist Theological Seminay 
dedicated a new classroom-administration building 
on its campus at Ogbomosho, Nigeria, West Africa, 
August 10. 


The American Baptist Foreign Mission So. 
cieties have more missionary families in active 
service today than at any time since World War], 
The total is now 402. 


Dr. Ernest A. Payne, general secretary of the 
Baptist Union of Great Britain and Ireland, and 
local chairman of arrangements for the Jubilee 
Congress, expects to visit Australia in February. 


Portrait of Dr. J. H. Rushbrooke of London. 
first general secretary and sixth president of the 
Alliance, was unveiled at the Jubilee Congres, 
It will be placed in the headquarters office in 
Washington. 


Congressman Brooks Hays, Baptist layman o! 
Arkansas and chairman of the Southern Baptist 
Christian Life Commission, is an American dele 
gate to the United Nations General Assembly. 
He plans to propose that every session of each 


assembly be opened with a moment of silent! 


prayer. 
A “cottonpatch” crusade to evangelize 1,00 
braceros (migrant workers from Mexico employel 
to pick cotton) will take place October 10-16 in 
the West Texas town of Pecos, under the auspices 
of the First Baptist Church and the state Baptis 
General Convention. The plan includes an effor 
to follow the converts through the missionaries 
stationed in Mexico. 


Africans speaking the Nadau language wil 
soon have the Bible to read. Baptist Missionary 
Clyde J. Dotson of Southern Rhodesia has com: 
pleted a 14-year task with the assistance of Mac 
kinase Sitole, on assignment with the British ani 
Foreign Bible Society. 

Dr. J. H. Jackson was re-elected president of the 
National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc. for hi: 
third term when his Convention met in Memphis 
Tenn., last month. Green L. Prince was electel 
for the 22nd time as president of the Nation! 
Baptist Convention of America meeting in Chica! 
last month. ‘ 









